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to be self-supporting is not necessarily or purely
" selfish ". And obviously, too, one great motive in
all such occupations is the desire to support a family,
and one main inducement to saving is the desire to
support it after your own death. Remove such
motives, and half the impulses to regular industrial
energy of all kinds would be destroyed. We must,
therefore, give our "economic man" credit for motives
referring to many interests besides those which he
buttons into his own waistcoat. And therefore, too,
as I have said, the assumption it insufficient. The
very conception of economic science supposes all that
is supposed, in the growth of a settled order of
society. The purest type of the " economic man,"
as he is sometimes described, would be realised in
the lowest savage, as sometimes described, who is
absolutely selfish, who knocks his child on the head
because it cries, and eats his aged parent if he can-
not find a supply of roots. But such a being could
only form herds, not societies. Political Economy
only becomes conceivable when we suppose certain
institutions to have been developed. It assumes,
obviously, and in the first place, the institution of
property; it becomes applicable, with less quali-
fication, in proportion to the growth of the corre-
sponding sentiments; it takes for granted all that
highly elaborate set of instincts which induce me,